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Second Sunday in Lent - Sunday February 28th, 2021 – 9:00 am 

Music Today                                                                       Terrie Sanchez & Choir 

AS WE GATHER 

God’s promises to Abram in today’s Old Testament Reading were kept as Jesus moved unswervingly 

toward the cross, as He does in today’s Gospel. As a result, we can be sure, Paul reminds us in the 

Epistle, that we have peace with God. Even in suffering, we know that hope will not disappoint us, for 

we remember that “while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). 

Gathering Song Whose Love Through Humble Service, Victory Chant 

Welcome & Invocation  

Opening Song                   What Wondrous Love Is This LSB 543 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

Confession and Forgiveness   Incorporating Genesis 17:7; Psalm 22:27;  Romans 5:6, 9–10 

Pastor:  God established an everlasting covenant with Abraham, 

People: but our faith has waxed and waned. O Lord, forgive our forgetfulness of Your unchanging 

grace. 

Pastor:  David wrote, “All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD,” 

People: but we have failed to remind one another of God’s mercy and love. O Lord, forgive our 

hesitancy to share the news of Your gracious presence. 

Pastor:  Paul wrote that because Christ died for the ungodly, we are justified by His blood, 

People: but we have tried to hide our sinfulness. O Lord, forgive our blindness to the necessary 

sacrifice of our Savior. 

Pastor: God sent His Son into the world with one purpose: to save us from the wrath of God. “For if 

while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, now 
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that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by His life.” As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People: Amen. Thanks be to God. 

Prayer of the Day 

Pastor: Lord, You promised Abraham that his descendants would be as numerous as the stars in the sky, 

and then you asked him to sacrifice his only son. You provided a ram as a substitute sacrifice. 

People: Open our eyes to how You provide for us, especially in tough times when everything looks 

so wrong. 

Pastor: Empower us to hold tightly to the promises that are “yes” for us through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

Reader                                    Carolyn Wickert 

Old Testament Reading                                                                                                       Genesis 17:1–7, 15–16  

(God makes a covenant promise to Abram.) 

 1When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am God 

Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2that I may make my covenant between me and you, and may 

multiply you greatly.” 3Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 4“Behold, my covenant is with you, 

and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your 

name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly 

fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7And I will establish my covenant 

between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to 

be God to you and to your offspring after you. . . . 

 15And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be 

her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become 

nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 

Reader:    This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Reading                                                                                                             Romans 5:1–11 

(Grace: Christ died for the ungodly.) 

 1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
2Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope 

of the glory of God. 3More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 
4and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to shame, 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For one will scarcely die for 

a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8but God shows his love 

for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his 

blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies we were 

reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his 

life. 11More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 

received reconciliation. 

Reader:    This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Reading                                                                                                                 Mark 8:27–38 

(Truly knowing Christ means following Him.) 

 27And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and 

others, one of the prophets.” 29And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You 

are the Christ.” 30And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him. 

 31And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the 

elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32And he said this 

plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked 

Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the 

things of man.” 

 34And he called to him the crowd with his disciples and said to them, “If anyone would come after me, 

let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35For whoever would save his life will lose it, but 

whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it. 36For what does it profit a man to gain the whole 

world and forfeit his life? 37For what can a man give in return for his life? 38For whoever is ashamed of me and 

of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he 

comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

Children’s Message               

Song of the Day        The God of Abraham Praise LSB 798 (1, 3, 9) 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

Sermon                  Return to the Lord: Turn and See The PROMISE of God  Pastor Aaron Boerst 

Creed – Nicene Creed 

People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 

visible and invisible. 

Yah – weh  the 
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 

worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 

came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He 

rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for 

the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Prayers of the Church   

Pastor: Let us pray for the Church here and around the world and for all people in their various 

circumstances. 

For the Church around the world, all people who join Peter in professing that Jesus is the Christ, 

that they trust God’s purpose for their lives, take up their crosses, and follow, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: For all who spend their lives serving the physical, mental, social, and emotional needs of the 

people around them, that God bless and guide them according to His gracious purpose, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: For professional counselors and private confidants who alleviate suffering, enable endurance, 

support character, and encourage hope, that they serve as conduits for God’s purposes in the 

lives of their patients, family, and friends, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: For those who lead the governments of the world, that they find purpose in their positions, 

using every means to increase harvests, combat global health crises, minimize conflict between 

nations, and ensure equal justice for all their citizens, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: O Lord, Hear us now on behalf of those in our congregation and all who stand in need: 

Local concerns may be added by congregational elder here. 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

Sharing the Peace 

Offertory -  Give Thanks LSB 806 

 Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

Give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because He’s given 

Jesus Christ His Son. 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, 
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Give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because He’s given 

Jesus Christ His Son. 

And now let the weak say “I am strong,” 

Let the poor say “I am rich,” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 

And now let the weak say “I am strong,” 

Let the poor say “I am rich,” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 

Give thanks, give thanks. 

Text: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858 

Presentation of Gifts     

Pastor:              Heavenly Father, You are the giver of all good things, and Your Word makes clear that every  

                         good and perfect gift comes from You. We ask that You accept these gifts back unto   

                         Yourself and use them to Your glory. [Psalm 145:15, James 1:17] 

People:            Amen. 

Holy Communion 

Preface  

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 

People:  And also with you.  

Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]  

People:  We lift them to the Lord.  

Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]  

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

The Words of Our Lord  [Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25] 

Proclamation of Christ 

Pastor:   As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  

[1 Cor.11:26] 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. [Revelation 22:20] 

Lord’s Prayer [Matthew 6:9–13] 

Pastor:    Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

Distribution  

Benediction  [Numbers 6:24-26] 

Pastor:  The LORD bless you and keep you. 

             The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
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Sending Song                  Faith of Our Fathers 

1.  Faith of our fathers, living still, 

In spite of dungeon, fire, and sword; 

Oh, how our hearts beat high with joy 

Whene’er we hear that glorious word. 

[Chorus]  Faith of our fathers, holy faith, 

  We will be true to thee till death! 

2. Faith of our fathers, we will strive 

To win all nations unto thee, 

And thru the truth that comes from God, 

Mankind shall then be truly free. (Chorus) 

3.  Faith of our fathers, we will love 

Both friend and foe in all our strife, 

And preach thee, too, as love knows how, 

By kindly words and virtuous life. (Chorus) 

CCLI Song # 7028034 Christopher Phillips | Frederick William Faber | Henri Frederick Hemy | James George Walton © Words: Public Domain Music: 2005 

Belden Street Music Publishing (Admin. by ClearBox Rights, LLC) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI 

License # 1530621 

Announcements  

 

*** TODAY *** 

Offerings: We would like to highlight the reverence of your offerings being returned to the Lord by praying over them at 

the altar during today's worship service. To do this, our ushers will be collecting your gifts by holding a plate at the end of 

each pew. For those unable to be reached, or those not comfortable passing their offerings, a locked box is available at the 

Baptismal font to deposit envelopes before or after worship. As always, we welcome your online giving on our parish 

website. 

Masks in Worship: We strive to respect our governing authorities as commanded by God in the 4th commandment by 

following our state and local health safety regulations regarding face coverings.  However, we welcome ALL to worship 

publicly and are called to err on the side of grace to not burden consciences.  If you see someone not wearing a mask, 

kindly understand why and assume they have medical reasons for not doing so. 

*** OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS *** 

Sunday Morning Bible Studies:  A video adult Bible study will take place in the worship space following Sunday’s 

service.  Come and join in the Fellowship Hall. 

Education Hour: Sunday School, Jr High Confirmation Class, and High School Youth education runs from 10:15-11:15 

am downstairs. 

Lenten Worship: Each Wednesday from now to March 31 we will be offering a special 3pm Lenten prayer service, and a 

7pm worship service, both with Holy Communion.  This year's Lenten focus will be: "Return to the Lord: Turn and 

See." Traditionally held soup & salad Lenten dinners have been postponed. For this special season of the Church, Lenten 

devotionals are available to all. 

Please consider making a free will donation in the box on the Welcome Desk to offset the cost. (approx. $2.75 each) 

Bible Studies: The Men’s bible study has resumed on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 9:00 am.  The Men’s 

breakfast bible study has resumed and studying Ephesians on the 2nd and 4th Saturday at 7 am. 

*** MISSION & OUTREACH *** 

Salvation Army: The Salvation Army is in need of new or gently used standard size pillowcases.  See Pat Engen for 

details. 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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Lenten Mission: Please consider a donation to Hearts for Pastors.  This great mission was created to reduce the stress 

and emotional toll of financial burden to pastors.  This program helps pastors pay for monthly student loan payments, car 

payments, mortgages, and childcare costs.  If you’d like to help support our local pastors and position them to successfully 

build God’s kingdom, please use the rose colored envelopes in the pews and place your donation in the offering plate. 

*** YOUTH & FAMILY *** 

Youth Auction: We’re bringing it back!...(even if in a diminished capacity.) Each year our mission and outreach team 

along with our youth will host a church-wide silent auction and raffle to raise funds for our youth to take part in a summer 

mission trip. This year our youth will be raising funds for the 2022 National Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas, SWD 

State Youth Gathering, and local retreats. 

Donations are being collected now until March 7th and can be delivered to the church office.  Please consider 

donating gift baskets, baked goods, labor services, new merchandise and more. The auction bids will be taken on March 

21st and March 28th.  

*** WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR PRESCHOOL *** 
The preschool classrooms are bustling with Winter and Valentine fun!  Our classrooms and chapel sessions have focused 

on friendship, love, and how we can share and spread God's love for all.   

Enrollment for fall classes has begun!  Flyers are available at the welcome desk, please feel free to take some to 

share.  Enrollment is being done through our website at www.LearningAtBethlehem.com.  Feel free to reach out to Sue 

Davies at preschool@bethlehemfamily.org or  

(262) 201-4092 with any questions. 

 
This Week at Bethlehem 

Sun 9:00 am Worship 

 10:20 am Youth Education Classes 

 10:30 am Adult Education Classes 

Wed 3:00 pm Daytime Prayer Service 

 7:00 pm Mid-Week Lent Worship 

Fri Office is Closed  (Pastor’s Day Off) 

Sun 9:00 am Worship 

 10:20 am Youth Education Classes 

 10:30 am Adult Education Classes 
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